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Pictured Left to Right:
Seated: Ed Villemez. Ron Allemond, Pierre Allemond, Patriarch,

Fr. Peter Vasco, Mark Bicknam, Paul Dreschnack
Standing: Peter Smith, Mary Ellen Davidson, Maureen Smith, Terry McKee, 
Fr. Guy Noonan, Bob Mathison, Carol Mathison, Fred Cull, Dan Caldarera

PILGRIMAGES TO THE HOLY LAND CONTINUE
DESPITE RECENT UNREST

2014 PILGRIMS RECEIVE PILGRIM SHELL
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    Our Lieutenancy’s November 2014 pilgrimage to the Holy Land included 17 pilgrims. 
Fr. Peter Vasko, O.F.M., served as our spiritual leader throughout the trip. He is the 
founder and president of the Franciscan Foundation Holy Land, and has resided in 
the Holy Land for the past 29 years. We had at one point 31 pilgrims signed up, but 
due to the events in Gaza during the summer months, cancellations resulted in our 
lower number. It is important to note that our pilgrimage encountered no security 
issues, interruptions, or any other personal security concerns during the entire time 
we were in the Holy Land. What we did encounter were record crowds of pilgrims 
at every Holy site visited, evidence of the return to normalcy following the events in 
Gaza.

    Our group was received on Friday, November 7th, by His Beatitude, Most Reverend 
Fouad Twal, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem. His Beatitude awarded 5 Pilgrim 
Shells to four Knights and one Lady making their first pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Following the ceremony, group pictures were taken and a brief reception for the group 
was hosted by the Latin Patriarch affording each an opportunity to visit with him.

     A later Pilgrimage to the Holy Land took place February 4-14, 2015. A full report 
was not available at the time of the publication of this Newsletter. Informational 
brochures regarding upcoming pilgrimages are available. Please contact us at 318-
452-6442 (Pierre) or 318-452-6443 (Roz) or email us at eohsjalexandria@gmail.com 
with your name, address, and telephone number. Fr Peter Vasko will again serve as 
our spiritual guide and the itinerary will be the same as in past pigrimages.

For information on the “Parish Priest Holy Land Pilgrimage Program” please use the 
same contact information.

Pierre & Roz Allemond
Co-Masters of Pilgrimages
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